






Abstract 

2027 marks the 200th anniversary of railroading in the United States, a journey that began in Maryland! 

The State of Maryland is excited to collaborate with state and local partners to commemorate this 

milestone through the Rails, Trails, and Outdoor Recreation project, celebrating Maryland's railroad 

heritage and the connections between its historic rail corridors, outdoor recreation, and communities. 

 

This anniversary presents a unique opportunity to showcase Maryland's extensive network of rail trails 

and the recreational, cultural, and historic experiences they connect. The Maryland Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) manages two of the state's most prominent rail trails: the Torrey C. Brown Rail 

Trail and the Western Maryland Rail Trail. With relatively flat, often paved routes, rail trails provide 

accessible entry points to outdoor recreation. By connecting these trails to nearby attractions, outdoor 

experiences, and local businesses, the project will encourage residents and visitors to explore more of 

Maryland while supporting local tourism and recreation economies. 

 

Led by the Maryland Office of Outdoor Recreation, the project will develop maps, promotional resources,  

and itineraries; support events and activities along trails; and engage local partners to highlight rail trails 

and their gateway communities. Working with the Maryland Office of Tourism Development, Maryland 

Department of Transportation (MDOT), county Destination Marketing Organizations (DMOs), and 

community-based trail and recreation groups, the project will connect visitors with hidden gems and new 

opportunities to explore Maryland's outdoor, cultural, and historic resources. 

 

Beyond the bicentennial celebration, this initiative will strengthen partnerships and lay the groundwork 

for coordinated marketing and promotion through MDOT’s Maryland Destination Trails program, 

launching in 2027, creating lasting benefits for Maryland's trails, communities, and outdoor recreation 

economy. This project is timely, as it will leverage this historic milestone to increase access to outdoor 

recreation, strengthen connections between trails and communities, and create lasting economic and 

tourism benefits.  
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